JOHN FORD AWARDED PLATINUM HONORS
IN CLASSICAL DIVISION
OF AGTA S SPEGTRUM AWARDS

The phone rang eardy Monday moming Ociober 21
at John Ford Jewelers located on what we call the litte
apple, Galveston Island. The call was from the big apple,
Manhattan to be axact, from the American Gem Trade
Association and they wanted to speak ko John Fard, The
tall was answared by his assistant, Tammy Deem, as he
was on a long distance call. She got John's attention as it
was the AGTA calling and they needad 1o speak 10 hem might
aviay. She asked the caller, “Good news? The immediale
response, “Vary good newsl”

Ford sald he was just speschlass whan the caller
iderified hersall and congratulated hirm on winning
the AGTA Spectrurn Platinum Honors, Classical Award
for & black opal and diamaond ring he entared into the
competition a manth earliar.
The anly response ha could
get out was “thenk you, that's
incradible plesss email me &
copy of the press relessa.”

Anyone would ba &t & loss
for words given the fect that
& Spactrurn Award s called
the “Oscars” of the pewelry
industry. Hundreds of piecas
of jewelry from many of the top designers in the worlkd ara
antered every year into the competition. Each year the
AGTA gssembles an expert panel from different disciplines
in the peesiry industry to judge the compaetition. The judging
occurmed during October in New York, The winners were
publicly announced o the warld on October 21, Later that
sarme day, John got his call from Manhattan at an exclusive
recaplion held Tor the press, There was more good news
for John as jewelry insider and Edilor of Jewsalry Trands
frarm the Red Carpat 1o the Jewslry Box, Cheryl Krembiow,
placed har vobe Tor the second plece of jewelry John hsd
ertered, an alaborate black opal and diamond necklace for
the Editors’ CGholce Anvand,

WITH JOHN FORD

What this award meant to you personally?

“It's & tremandous honor for me personally and
profassionally fo win a Spectrum Award. This sward is what
evary jewalry designer in the world hopes to win, | am very
flattarad.”
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When did you start competing in the Spectrum
Awards’?

“Thia was the thind year | submitied an entry inlo the
cormpatition. About four years ago | was in a group at the
AGTA trade show in Tucson looking at the Spectrurn Awand
winning designa when a friend in the business, that likes
my designs, askad why dont you aver compate? You
could win. | laughad and said hall in the last 25 years e
herdly evar taken picturas of my designs lat alona triad to
antar & compatiion. Then the gasp came you don't have a
design catalogue of all your designs? Mo sure don't”.

So you decided to enter, what happened
over those three years?

“Tha first design | submitted was a black
opal naturally shapad in the outline of the
state of Texas, it was a hit in Texas bud
saan &5 & bit too regional for national and
worldwide consideration, regardiess it's one
of my all-time favoribe pieces. In the second
year | decided to confinue promating my

newast collaction, called the Lightning Ridge
Collaction, and entarad & beautiful ring mede
with & fraa form Lightning Ridge, Australia
black opal. The ring | designed was in 18k
yallow gold with diamonds. | wes & strong
contender for a 2013 award, but was ok

it just fall a litthe short. The ring was the
chosen by Vanessa Voight of O+A Co

LK as their vole for the Editor's Choice
Specirum Award and | was very prowd
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Fior the third yvear, this July, | baught and Brendan

an opal in Lightning Ridge, Australia that

just had characier, like loaking at the aarth from space

When | saw if, | knew it was going o ba my Specirurm
Award eniry in platinurm and
aceanted with many diamonds,
The second plece | entered this
year was an opal and diamand
necklace thaf | designed for a
very special lady in Galvestan
that | reutinely manutscture
exguisite piecas of jewelry for.
This lady has incredible jawelny
instincis and working with har
has made ma better at what |
do. | cant thank her anough!
Whan the distinguishad Charyl
Kremkow, picked har pieca

a5 haer vota for the Editor’s
Choice Spactrum Award it was

gratifying *

John, the ring is named
“The Maxine™ ... please tell
why?

“The ring was named in honar
af Maxine OBrien, the manager
af the Lighining Ridge Minars
Association Lid,, in recognition of
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The by question, how do
you think the award will affect
your business?

“This recognition puts me on
the national scene as a jawealry
designer and manufaciure of
fine jewalry. The exposurs |
will receive both naticnally and
internaticnally in fashion and
jewvalny publications will be
unprecedantad. | have a wait
and see attitwde, but | intend
io continue to keap designing
unique pieces of ppwelry and
position my collections on a more
national basis. This is essentially
what I've done since lke a5 we
exhibit at twelve or more jeaelny
shows a year around the United
Slates.”

Well, | hope this dossn’t
mean you're leaving the little

apple?

all her hard work and dedication
pramating Australian Opal. WWhen
| asked her opinlan on naming
tha ring the Maxing or the

CO'Brien, she choose “Maxine”. | joked with her that when
the ring won she would have to come 1o AGTA Gem Fair

to 58e me recalve the awand.”

John Ford and Maxine O°Brien, manager of
Lightning Ridge Miners' Association.

oo, b just means | will ba
traveling meeel I'm gure on most
Monday nights you will able to
find me at the Press Box wearing
shorts and sandals convarsing with my friends. Galvesion is
homea.”

Johin Ford Jewelars s located at 2114 &1at Strest. Visit
JohnFordlewsders.com and ightningridgeccllection.com to
view more from the black opals, or call 408-740- 1463,
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